
Some ideas for Viking Topic 
Invasion of Britain 
Vikings 
Viking Weapons research 
 

Search internet for Viking weapons. What 
they looked like. The size etc and what 
they were called. 

 Make models of Viking weapons 

Find the dictionary definitions of the 

words ‘invade’ and ‘settle’. 
 

Take opportunities to use and 

explain words like settlement, 

emigration, immigration, refugee, 

and how these are different from 

words like invasion, conquest. 
 

Place on map where Vikings came from Discuss using the map as a prompt to 

discuss why the Vikings might 

choose to come to countries like 

Britain, where they might land and 

what time of year they might come. 
 

Read information about the Viking raid on 
the monastery 

Find out more about Lindisfarne. 
Why did the Vikings raid a monastery? 
What did they find there? 
 
Read information about the Viking raid 
on the monastery  

Explain who monks were, where they 
lived and what they did, and that they 
would not fight. 
Show pictures and photographs of Anglo-
Saxon monasteries and their treasures. 
Explain that people gave beautiful things 
to the monasteries and that monasteries 
had stores of food to give to the poor and 
to travellers. Discuss what Vikings might 
find in monasteries, eg food, gold 
 

Learn more about using a presentation 
program. 
Insert images of Vikings and Monks. 
Animate the images to tell the story of the 
raid 

Use Power Point to show what happened 
at the monastery. 
Animate images of Vikings and monks on 
Power Point. 
 

Use a small box to make a diorama  Make 3D model of monastery and Viking 
invasion 

Find out how many tourist visit the area. 
Locate it  on the map 

Find out what Lindisfarne is like today 
 



Researching longboats – 
 
Watch Power Point about Vikings 
Add images of Viking longboats collected 
from internet for lapbook 
 

Use a modern world map to show the 
Viking homelands – Norway, Sweden and 
Denmark.  
Using the map, talk about how the 
Vikings used 
boats as their main form of transport to 
other countries 
 

 Start backdrop for Viking invasion 
animation 

Research RUNES 
 
Diary entry of being a Viking and raiding a 
monastery in Runes to their friend. What are 
they going to say? 
 

 
Note taking from research and putting 
into own words 
 

 Toilet roll Vikings and monks 
 

Create a character profile about King Alfred. 
 

We are looking at who he was as a 
person and why he was the only king 
known as ‘The Great’.  
Use the website in order to answer 
comprehension questions about King 
Alfred. 
 
Comic strip for the story of King 
Alfred.   

 

Where did the Vikings settle? Discuss what early settlers needed to 
settle somewhere:  fresh water, flat land, 
woodland, firewood, safety, and where 
they might have found these – near a 
river. 
 

Create a good, bad and ugly Viking character 
and write a description of them 
 

Measure circumference of head to make 
helmet. 
 

Looking at Viking teeth – would they have 
been good, bad or ugly and why?  
 

What did the Vikings eat? Research and 
then make some of the recipes. 
 
Type menu and decorate with border on 
publisher 
 

Royal Portrait of King Alfred the Great – 
painting 
Make royal crown 
 

 



Timeline 
Place names and Viking influence 
Give pictures of Anglo-Saxon and Viking 
people. Encourage them to suggest clues that 
indicate these people lived a long time ago. 
Time line. 

 

Look now at home life. What is it like 

to live like a Viking? Do they have all 

of the things we have in our daily 

lives? What is similar, what is 

different? 

 

Look now at home life. What is it like 

to live like a Viking? Do they have all 

of the things we have in our daily 

lives? What is similar, what is 

different? 

 

 
 

Viking Saga songs  
 
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/pdfs/viking_saga_songs.pdf 
 
Put Anglo-Saxons on timeline and talk 
about that the Anglo-Saxons had settled in 
Britain before the Vikings. 

 

Raids were 
Frequently on Monasteries 
and that the raids went on 
for over 60 years before 
the Vikings actually stayed 
or settled. 

Research Viking children 
 

Did they go to school? 
What did they do for fun? 

  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ 
primaryhistory/vikings/family_life/ 
 

Viking Beliefs and Stories 
 

What did the Vikings leave behind? 
(artefacts) 
Write a postcard in role as a Viking 
travelling to Britain from Scandinavia. 
 

Listen to Edvard Grieg: 
Storm (from Peer Gynt), in which an angry 
Scandinavian storm is evoked with the help 
of horn-calls and fanfares. 
 

 

Explore Viking days of the week – use these 
days of the week to write the date 

 

Research Viking Gods 
 

Write a description of each of the gods 

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/pdfs/viking_saga_songs.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/


Different weather at sea 
 

Light and shadow – how did Vikings use 
light and shadow to navigate across the 
seas? 
Habitats for real sea monsters (octopus, 
giant squid) 
Thor on a Journey  
Thor – God of Thunder 
 

Design a sea monster! 
Make and decorate the sea monster!   
 

Create lyrics to a sea shanty song 
 

Make a warrior helmet 
Make Viking clothing  

What kind of clothing did men, women 
and children wear? 

King Alfred.  
http://www.ducksters.com/history/ 
middle_ages/alfred_the_great.php 
 
 
Locate Scandinavia on a map 
Diary of a captain’s log – different weather at 
sea  
 

Labelling the different oceans on a map 
of the world  -  
ratio/percentage/fractions for features 
 

Mythical monsters in history   
 

Shade countries that the Vikings invaded 
 

Design and make a Viking tunic (using pillow cases) 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/subjects/english/viking_sagas/episodes/part_1 
 

Research Viking place-names in your area 
 

Design a Viking Town (map, using co-
ordinates)   
 

Look at pictures of Viking and Anglo-Saxon 

craftwork, especially patterns and symbols 

inspired by the kinds of animals into which 

Loki shape-shifted (dragons, serpents, birds, 

fishes etc). Create versions of your own. 

 

Create versions of your own. 

What makes a material good? What makes it 
bad? (eg breaks easily) What makes it ugly? 
(eg non-bio-degradable) 
 

Draw a Map of Viking Town 
Make a good Viking house 
(measurements, angles, 3D shape nets) 
 

Write a letter to a Viking describing what 
your good house is like 
Viking Houses and family life 
Make a Viking house (cardboard and straw) 
 

 

Look at Ugly Viking Goblins –  
 

Design an ugly goblin (fractions, ratios, 
measurements) 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/subjects/english/viking_sagas/episodes/part_1


 

Viking Goblins – the story of Freya and the 
goblin – make a comic strip  
 

Paint ugly goblins 
 Make some clay or papier Mache models 

Research Viking coins   
 
 

Make Viking coins using clay 

Plan your own Viking saga 
 

 

 


